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CHAIRMAN’S CALL  

My goodness, where has the summer gone? 

Things are hopping at the museum. In addition to many new exhibits, we are pleased to 

announce that we have hired a new director, Matthew Fesmire, from Huntsville, 

Alabama. Matthew was previously employed by the Belle Mont and Fort Morgan State 

Historic Sites. He joined us in June. Please come up to meet and welcome him to 

Billings. 

We have a lot of exciting new exhibits including a WWI exhibit, a newly expanded 

firearms exhibit, and the jewel of our museum, our world class Ghost Dance exhibit. Our 

baseball exhibit has been bringing many great comments, for which we owe a huge debt 

of gratitude to the members of the Billings Baseball Preservation Society. They have 

been busy collecting and cataloging the history of baseball in our community—and what 

a history it is! 

Another recent donation to the Museum is a collection of memorabilia from the world-

renowned sharp shooter, Tom Frye. Thanks to the generosity of Ralph and Marlene 

Saunders, we now have many of Frye’s pictures shot off-hand with a .22 Remington rifle. 

Our annual Howlin’ at the Moon fundraiser dinner is scheduled for Saturday, October 7
th

. 

It is shaping up to be a fun, patriotic event, and I hope you will join us for the evening.  

 Barry Beringer 

 Chairman 
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A Rip-Roaring Good Time – a glimpse at 

scandalous activities in early Billings. 

Pioneer Stockmen – the story of the first four 

families to bring livestock into Yellowstone 

Valley and ranching’s ongoing legacy. 

Two-Headed Calf – Charlie & Russell, 

YCM's unofficial mascot. 

Native Americans – impressive display of 

beadwork and other Plains Indians items. 

Waiting for the Earth to Move – the largest 

public display of 1890 Ghost Dance artifacts. 

Firearms & Weaponry – large display of 19
th

 

and 20
th

 Century firearm, renovated in 2017! 

Big Sky, Big Sacrifice – Yellowstone 

County’s activities and contributions during 

The First World War. 

Baseball under the Big Sky – chronicling 

America’s Pastime in Yellowstone County. 

Sheep Wagon – the story of Charles M. Bair 

and his sheep herding legacy. 

Any Western museum will tell you that numbers have been up, up, 

UP this year when it comes to visitation, sales, and donations. We 

have certainly benefitted from this trend at the Yellowstone County 

Museum. Here is some of what we have been up to:  

In March, our curator travelled to 

Pryor with a group of chaplaincy 

students from St. Vincent’s 

Healthcare. Along the way, she 

spoke about the Ghost Dance, 

Native religion, and cultural 

sensitivity. 

- - - 

Our staff has gone out into the 

community to represent YCM at 

many events: Yellowstone 

County Historic Preservation  

Round Table, Yellowstone 

 

 

Valley Electric Co-op Annual 

Meeting, Billings Heights 

Kiwanis Meeting, Billings 

American Legion Hall of Fame 

Banquet, Kids’ History Day at 

Big Horn County Historical 

Museum (Hardin),and Clark 

Days at Pompey’s Pillar National 

Monument. 

- - - 

The first wave of baseball 

artifacts arrived in April. 

Museum staff and Billings 

Baseball 

Preservation Society 

board members 

worked together  

to catalog and 

prepare them for 

display. A small 

exhibit stood in the 

cabin from May 

until September.  

- - - 

We’ve welcomed 

many classes, 

groups, and clubs to 

the YCM, 

including: 

St. Charles Mission 

School (Pryor), 

Cub Scouts Pack 8 

(Alkali Creek 

Ward), 

Model T Ford Club, 

the 

Trailhead Tourism 

Ambassador    

 Program (Billings 

Chamber), and 

many more. 

- - - 

 

 

 

The soft opening of “Waiting for 

the Earth to Move” in February 

garnered some attention, but the 

big event was the grand opening 

on June 24
th

. Ghost Dance 

collector Larry Williams was on 

hand to speak about his 

collection on display at the YCM 

and the historical significance of 

the Ghost Dance. 

- - - 

The Pioneers of Eastern Montana 

once again held their annual  

meeting and potluck picnic on 

the museum’s deck on a sunny 

July afternoon. 

- - - 

This summer, we were grateful 

to start each week by welcoming 

the America Asia bus tour. Every 

Tuesday, 25-50 tourists stopped 

here on their way to Yellowstone 

National Park. 

- - - 

The Lewis & Clark Trail 

Heritage Foundation 2017 

Conference was held in Billings. 

Almost 100 attendees began the 

week with an evening social at 

the YCM. They were able to 

view our Clark Canoe Camp 

exhibit before the space was 

renovated for a new baseball 

display. 

- - - 

In August, the YCM launched a 

new educational series: 

“Museum on the Move.” This 

talk series is geared toward 

retirement and assisted living 

communities and features 

presentations by museum staff 

on current topics of study and 

research. This Fall’s topic is 

World War I.
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BILLINGS BASEBALL 

PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

Board Members 

Shawn Heringer, President 

Charlie Hamwey, Vice President 

Sam Studiner, Secretary/Treasurer 

Ed Bayne, Jr. 

Jack Bayne 

Ron Sexton 

Rick Devore 

Description of Activities 

We are a non-profit corporation, formed by a group 

of Billings, Montana area community leaders / 

individuals dedicated to raising funds to create or 

partner with a Museum with the sole purpose of 

preserving the History of Baseball in Yellowstone 

County, Montana for public view and enjoyment.  

Through its mission, the BBPS is committed to: 

 Collecting, through donation, baseball artifacts, 

works of art, literature, photographs, 

memorabilia, video, audio and related materials 

which focus on the careers of players, teams, 

managers, coaches and media personalities. 

 Preserving the collections by adhering to 

professional museum standards with respect to 

conservation and maintaining a permanent 

record of holdings through documentation, 
study, research, cataloging and publication. 

 Exhibiting material in permanent gallery space, 

organizing on-site changing exhibitions on 

various themes, coordinating with other 

individuals or organizations to exhibit loaned 

material of significance with regard to 

Yellowstone County, Montana baseball and 

providing related research facilities. 

Honoring, by enshrinement, those individuals, teams, 

managers, coaches who had exceptional careers, the 

museum accepts information and artifacts both as 

items of loan and as donations. Individuals making 

an artifact loan or donation will be required to sign 

an artifact loan or donation contract which specifies 
terms and responsibilities for all parties.   

Baseball has always been a part of Montana. Lewis and Clark played it 

as far back as 1806 with the Nez Perce during their return journey. 

However, back then, it was called Prison Base and was a much simpler 

game. By the 1870s, the 7
th

 Cavalry’s “Benteen Nine,” under the 

leadership of Captain Frederick Benteen, regularly swept the 

competition when they took the field. 

Since baseball hit Billings-Coulson around 1882, it has steadily grown 

in popularity. Today, Yellowstone County boasts accomplishments in 

Little League, Legion, Pioneer League, and Major League Baseball. 

Fans across the country know the names Dave McNally, Les Rohr, Joe 

McIntosh, and Jeff Ballard – Yellowstone County natives who made it 

to the majors.  Locals reminisce about learning from the incomparable 

Coach Ed Bayne. 

The Yellowstone County Museum and the Billings Baseball 

Preservation Society have been working together to preserve this 

history. A temporary display in YCM’s cabin provided a small taste of 

a fuller exhibit planned to open on the museum’s lower level in 

October. If you own a piece of Montana baseball history that you think 

would add to the exhibit, please call the museum for more information 

about making a loan or donation.  

Top: Baseball signed by Billings great, Ed Bayne. Bottom: YCM’s cabin display included 

memorabilia from the 2011 Little League World Series, Dave McNally’s local and national 

career, and the man who mentored so many Billings baseball players, Coach Ed Bayne. 



  5 
 

DIRECTOR’S GREETING 

Hello Friends, 

 This is my first Cabin Chat, 

and I would like to introduce 

myself to the many readers of the 

Yellowstone County Museum’s 

quarterly newsletter. My name is 

Matthew C. Fesmire, and I am 

the new director of the 

Yellowstone County Museum. 

Some people who have been 

instrumental in getting me started 

are Mr. Barry Beringer and his 

wife, Greta, Mr. Don Cantrell, 

and curator of the YCM, Ms. 

Kathy Barton. These folks have 

made my transition from Alabama to Montana a smooth 

and enjoyable experience. Furthermore, Meagan Norbury 

and volunteer Mike Lahey also deserve credit for making 

me feel at home at the YCM.  Unfortunately, Meagan is 

no longer with us here, but I am grateful for her service to 

the YCM. 

 After graduating high school, I attended John C. 

Calhoun Community College from August 2006 to 

August 2008, graduating with an Associate of Arts in 

Pre-Law and an Associate of Science in General 

Education. Next, I attended Mississippi College from 

August 2008 to December 2010 and graduated with a 

Bachelor of Science in History with a Pre-Law Emphasis. 

Eventually, I attended the University of North Alabama 

pursuing a Master’s degree in history education in August 

2013. The following spring, I entered a field called public 

history – working in or with museums – and I was 

hooked. I graduated with a Master of Art in Public 

History in May 2016. 

 The first work I did with museums was an internship 

at Pond Spring – The General Joe Wheeler Home in 

Hillsboro, Alabama. While there, I was trained in 

collections management techniques.  I next did living 

history at Fort Morgan State Historic Site in Gulf Shores, 

Alabama, leading tours, doing archival research, and 

performing Civil War weapons demonstrations. The last 

position I held before joining the YCM was as site 

director of Belle Mont State Historic Site in Tuscumbia, 

Alabama.  

 In brief, I am thankful for the opportunity to lead the 

Yellowstone County Museum. As director, I will work 

with the employees of the Yellowstone County Museum, 

the members of the two boards, the county commission, 

and other local leaders to help implement a positive, 

constructive, lasting, and forward-thinking vision for the 

Yellowstone County Museum. We here at the 

Yellowstone County Museum want to build a legacy by 

working together and setting aside differences.  By 

cooperation, we can achieve a new vision and be 

proactive in strengthening our museum’s future. 

 Respectfully, 

 Matthew C. Fesmire 

 Director 
 

THAT’S INTER(N)ESTING! 

Tom Saltwell recently graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 

in History. He joined our staff in August. 

I am an intern from London, 

England working at the 

Yellowstone County Museum. 

I became aware of the 

opportunity through Montana 

State University – Billings, and 

I could not be happier that the 

internship was brought to my 

attention. I have been able to 

learn numerous skills from 

Kathy and Matt that allow 

great insight as to what goes on 

behind the scenes at a museum. 

Handling and coding the 

artefacts has been a particular 

favourite of mine. If you are looking to follow a career in 

a museum or simply have a love of history, then I 

strongly encourage you to do an internship at the 

Yellowstone County Museum. 

 Tom

 

 



  Become a Member Today! 
Your contribution helps support the museum and gives you 

membership benefits including the quarterly newsletter, 

10% gift shop discount, and invitation to museum events. 

 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

EMAIL 

PHONE 

 

 

 

 

  Find my tax deductible donation enclosed in the 

amount of $ 

   Corporate  $250 

   Founder  $100 

   Family  $50 

   Individual  $35 

   Senior/Student  $20 

  I would also like to contribute to the museum’s 

Endowment Fund $ 

  I am interested in learning about volunteer 

opportunities. 
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